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I didn't 
think it was 
going to rain 
this much. I can 
barely see where 
Pm going. 


mg 


Hl 


Name: 063 
Age: 29 
Occupation: Entomologist* at ISEC** 


*A scientist who studies insects. 


**The Institute for Studying Extraordinary Creatures, one 
of the world's largest research institutes and home to 
an unusually wide range of zoological and paleontological 
research. 


And 
now the 
wind is 


trying to 


steal my 
hat. 


Ican't 

work 

in this 
weather. 


| At least 

I found 
some 

shelter. 


What an 
unproductive 
day this 
turned out 
to be. 


PARIS TENTE 


Light tent for two 


"The Paris Tente is 
light, affordable" 


"easy to assemble 
and disassemble” 


“in only four 
simple steps!” 


A scientist 
should be able 
to assemble a 

simple tent. 


What 
is that? 
A bird? 
It's too 
big. 


Have to-- 
Have to 


od 
20 
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ISEC, in the city of Appo, the capital of 


Country E three weeks earlier. 


M. 


са 


see} 


/ has to be a 
j mistake. 
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Why is it 
less than last 
month? It's not 
enough to do 
my research 
properly. 


The data- 
base is never 
ever wrong, 

Mr. 063. 


funding for 

this month, 
it's not 
enough. 


The Institute 
funds research 
by evaluating your 
findings, and in your 
case-- Well, we're 
just following 
the guidelines. 


that you? 
It's me, 


Sounds 
Y interesting. 


4 


; believe 
are you, d \ it! 
084? S 


It's been 
such a long 


063, the insect 
expert, the expert 
on insects. It's great 
to see you! If I wasn't 
in such a hurry, I'd buy 
you a drink, catch 
up, but like I said, 


I'm going east 
for an excavation of 
the giant stone turtle. 
You remember the 
legend, right? 


The Institute has 
invested a lot into 
it, so it’s a good thing I 
actually found some 
turtle bones! 


ru 
be right 


I have 
to get out 
of here. 


Very 
good, thank 
you. Here is 
your funding Name: 084 
for next 
mania, Age: 27 


Occupation: Paleontologist* 
at ISEC.** 


*A scientist who studies pre- 
historic fossils. 


**ISEC has become increas- 
ingly focused on funding re- 
search that is popular with the 
public, favoring the search for 
fossils of mythic creatures over 
more traditional research (like 
entomology). 


Good luck 
with your 
excavation, 


That's 
Mr. 084. 


a thick 
envelope. 


Ihaven't 
seen you 
since your 
dissertation, 
063! 


I still remember 
your thesis. "The 
Possible Origins of Insects 
in Outer Space." 
Interesting stuff. 


There 
should be 
more support for 
that kind of 
research. 


Ilook forward 
to reading your next 
paper on, what was it? 

"Duck crickets"? 


The duke 
cricket. It's a 
rare species that 
sounds like a 
jazz piano. 


Can't wait 
to read it. I have 
to catch a plane, 
but let's keep 
in touch! 


Last year he 
found that huge egg 
on one of the islands. 
The year before that it 
was those big bear 
fossils up north. 


It's easy to get excited 
about giant creatures. Insects 
get almost no attention, but they're 
just as important, maybe 
even more important! 


| 
| 
| 


Tl aasi 


Sigh 


He talks a lot, but 
he’s a good scientist. 
Everyone’s excited about 
his excavation and the 
giant turtle. The Institute 
loves him, while I can 
barely get funding. 


I have 
to find the 
duke cricket 
and remind the 
Institute of its 
importance! 


| 


And 
how did 
Iget 


here? 


You can't 
walk yet. 
Let me 
help you. 


You fell from 
a cliff. I happened 
to be nearby and 
heard you. You were 
unconscious when 
I found you. 


You've got 
to be careful 
when it rains 

like this. 


What 
happened 
to my 
leg? 


It's dark 
outside. I guess 
I must've been 
out for a couple 

of hours. 


What 
did I see 
out there 

in the 

rain? 


Imade you 

my special 

mountain 
burger. 


It's delicious! 


You like it? 
Everything 
is from the 
mountains, 
produced 
locally. 


It's popular 
with guests. 


Where are 
you from? I 
can't place 
your accent. 


I'm a scientist 
from Country E 

I came here to find a 

rare species of cricket 
that only exists 

in this region. 


How long 
are you 
staying? 


I've got 
three weeks 
left on my visa. Do 
you think I could 
stay here for those 
three weeks? 


en eg uta чани 0 


Of course! 
I'll even give you 
/ E a discount since 
It's getting late. =) ! 33 ЛОГО 
You'll have to stay à BN 
in bed for four or five 
days to let your 
foot heal up. 


ГИ put 
the mountain 


burger on your 
bill. You'll probably 
have a few more 
of those before 
you leave. 


Five days later. 


E 
dedii 
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How 
long have 
you had your 
place up 
here? 


GMO 
chickens, 
pigs raised 
in horrible 
conditions. 


there's too 
much pollution 
these days. The 
air is really 
bad now. 


So I moved 
up here, to the 
mountains, where 
everything is clean, 
tastes good, where I 
can make great food 
again. But my wife 
didn't want to live 
here. She stayed 
in the city. 


Here you go. 


Six years. 

I used to have 
a restaurant with 
my wife in 
the city... 


There isn't 
even enough 
fish or shrimp left 
to catch because 
of water con- 


kind of food 
I wanted 


Besides, 
there's always 
work to be done 
up here. I'm too 
busy to feel 
lonely. 


No, no 
sign of it 


A cricket 
that can play 
music? Га like to 
see that. I'd like 
to hear that! 


Don't 
you get 
lonely? 


There's 
nature, there's 
animals, and 
each season is 

unique in its 
own way. 


Have you 
found your 
insect yet? 


The 
duke cricket 
is a greyish green 

little creature with 
strong, sawtoothed 
back legs, and when 
those back legs rub 

against each 

other... 


...it makes 

a piano-like 
sound, as if it 

was playing 

a jazz solo. 


Itsa 
shy insect 
that runs 

away when 
people are 
around. 


So there's 
not much 
written about 
it, and there's 
There's just one old 
beenso much picture of it. 
development in 
Country M without 
any regard to forest 
preservation. This 
forest is one of 
the few left. 


you've been up 
here for six years. 
You've never seen 
or heard anything 
that could be the 
duke cricket? 


think so. And 
even if Га heard it, 
Pd probably just think it 
was my imagination, 
definitely not 
a cricket. 


But it's 
a big forest, and 
I haven't been every- 
where. You should 
go deeper into 
the forest. 


went to the 
city, but he didn't 
say when he 


More rain. 
Looks like ГИ 
be stuck inside 


looking for 
Mr. Fan? 


y 


| 
i} 


iL 


um 
ИШ, 


He told 
me you're 
a scientist 

from another 
country. 


Tm here to 
deliver these boxes. 
They're from my dad. 
He's a hunter. Mr. Fan 
said I could leave the 
boxes with you, so 
here you go! 


ingredients 


| for Mr. Fan. Be 


careful with 
the small 


It must be tough 
making deliveries in 
this weather. Do you want 
to come in and wait for 


What's in 
the boxes? 


I still 
have a bunch 
of packages to 
deliver today. My 
dad's out hunting, 
so it's a busy day 
tomorrow. 


"mI 
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She's gota 
lot of packages 
to deliver. What 

a work ethic. 


A paleontologist 
from Country F has 
made a remarkable 

discovery during 

an excavation. 


Now some 

news from 
the world of 
paleontology. 


Co^ II 
LM | 
£49 7005 


...excited to 
watch the excavation 
slowly unfold. Local 
authorities have been 

very supportive of 
the excavation. 


A creature 
once believed to 
be only a legend, 
the giant rock turtle, 
is a legend no more. The 
enormous fossils have 
even attracted visitors 
from neighboring 
towns... 


” 
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He's 
famous now, 
while I-- 


find the duke 
cricket, that could 
change. Instead of 
dead fossils, a living 
creature that can 
play beautiful 
music! 


What am I 
even doing up 
in these mountains? 
Nobody cares about 
my research. Nobody 
cares about rare 
insects. 


084 
is on the 


E 4 3 | 
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The duke 
cricket is some- 
where out there, 
and Im going 
to find it! 


The excavation site of 
the giant stone turtle. 


There is 
going to bea 
press conference 
today, Mr. 084. 


But the site 
isn't ready yet! 
We're not ready! 
We still have 
lots to-- 


They've 
been against 
the excavation all 
these years, and 
now they want 
to take credit 
for it? 


A press 
conference will 
be held, and the 
local authorities are 
going to be there 
to take pictures 


But I’ve 
been digging 
here for four 


years. My opinion 
doesn’t matter 
at all? 


paying for 
all of this. We 
provided all this 
equipment. Tell 
me I’m wrong, 
Mr. 084. 


This excavation 
is not about you, 
Mr. 084. I suggest 
you prepare for the 
press conference. Tell 
them how supportive 
the authorities 
have been. 


I dreamt 
about this when 
I was a student, 
leading an excavation, 
but I don't know 
how I feel about 
it right now. 


you're never 
satisfied. 


a reporter from 
a local TV station 
is waiting for an 
interview. 


I haven't 
seen you 
before. Are 
you new? 


I started 
today. Pm 
an intern. 


Well, 
welcome 
to our 
circus! 


The mountain forests 
of Country M. 


Mr. Fan 
told me about 
this place with 


no paths. Pm 
already tired. 


At least 
the insects 
can't hear all the 
noise I’m making 
because of 
the rain. 


The fog 
is getting 
thicker. 


There's 
one that 
doesn't sound 
like the other 
insects! 


But I heard 


something move ý 2) if \ 
behind me. З > someone 
there? 


That chirp z 


4 sounds a bit 
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let it get 
away! 


Im 
imagining 
things, and it's 
getting dark. 
I should go 


It definitely 
sounds jazzy! 
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Sigh 


It's just a 
mimic, an insect 
that imitates the 
sounds of other 

insects. 


But the 
insect it was 
imitating might 
be nearby. 


p 


Lars Алай 


You 


can get up, 
young man. 
It's safe 
now. 


The 


snake eye 
has flown 


away, my 
friend. 


And 
my boots 
hid our 
scent. 


My straw jacket 
camouflaged us. 


Wey 


И; 


Just an \ 
old man in Who are you? 


a forest. 


The forest 
isn’t safe in 
this weather. 
That’s when the 
bird comes out 
to hunt. 


It doesn’t 
usually attack 
humans, but 
it doesn’t like 
new scents in 

the forest. 


You saved me. 


had caught 
your scent, so I had 
to cover you, 
confuse it. 


a strange 
outfit. 


I thought it 
might be you. 


What are 
you doing here, 
Mr. Fan? 


Ijust came 
back from the city. 
Chun is keeping me 
company while 
it rains. 


It can be 
dangerous with- 
out someone who 
knows the forest. 

I was going to 
take you here 
tomorrow. 


A girl 
delivered 
some boxes 
for you 
earlier today. 


Few people 
come here besides 
me and Chun. 


I got 
impatient, 


Iget 
most of my 
ingredients 
from Chun 


They know the 
trees, they know the 
insects, and they know 
the animals. When we 
heard the snake eye, Chun 
knew something was 
wrong and hurried 
into the forest. 


That's my 
daughter, 
Qiu. 


Nobody knows 
the forest like they 
do. They're here spring 
to autumn, autumn 
to spring. 


nothing serious 
happened to you. 
I had to tussle 
with that bird 
myself once. 


Have some 
warm soup, 
Chun. 


stopped. Let's go to 
my place and have 
some drinks! 


СНүүдийг 


It'sa 
pity you 
can't stay 

longer. 


The 
weather 
is nice 
today. 


So you're 
leaving? 


you for these 
three weeks, 
Mr. Fan. 


Maybe 
you'll come 
back to look 
for the cricket 
some day. 


I wish I 
could stay longer, 
but my visa expires 
in a couple 
of days. 


I made 
you one last 
mountain 
burger. 


I could 
eat one 
of these 
every day. 


The wheat 
is grown up here 
in the mountains. 
I use an old family 
recipe to make 
the bread. 


Charcoal- 
grilled vegetables, 
marinated hare meat, 
melted deer cheese, 
pickled insect legs. 
They don't have 
anything like it 
in the city. 


Pickled insect legs? 


Tastes good, 
nutritious, and a 
perfect substitute for 
the pickled cucumbers 
I forgot to order 
last week. 


it belongs 
to a duke 
cricket! 


It-- It belongs 
to the cricket 
you've been 
looking for? 


Where 
did you 
find it? 


I didn't find it. 


I bought 
it from Chun. 
He always has 
new and unusual 
ingredients 


You're not 
going after 
Chun, are you? 


What about But Chun 


already went 
back to his town, 
Canyon, far 
from here. 
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know where he 
found that duke 
cricket. ГИ worry 
about my visa 
later. Goodbye, 


Just walk Mr. Fan! 


along the 
river and you'll 
eventually get 

to Canyon! 


The giant 
bird on the 


cliff, it must have 
been Mr. Fan's 
house. 


If it was 
a real bird, 
it would've been 
huge, the size of a 
small mountain. 
What was I 
thinking? 


RES 
N 


What 
an intense 
dream. 


Туе 
already 
forgotten what 
the dream 
was about. 


[F 
Brush) 


Canyon, so 1 
better get 
going. 


told me to 
walk along 
the river until I 
came to a road, 
then follow 
that road. 


He said 
Canyon is 
located between 
two mountains. The 
ruins of an ancient 
city are still visible 
on one of the 
mountaintops. 


And hope- 
fully Chun will 
lead me to the 

duke cricket. 


Those 
mountains 
will lead me 
to Canyon 
and Chun. 


j ГИ have 

| to find shelter 

| if it keeps 
raining. 


The two mountains! 


| 
| 
| 
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There's a 
village by 
\ the road. 


can’t see any 
villagers. 


Doesn't 
look like any- 
one has lived 

here for a 


long time. 


animals, but 
no people. 


I could 


probably save 

some time by 
taking a shortcut 
through that field 

down there. 
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Y 
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This grass is 
really thick. 


this shortcut 
wasn't such a 
good idea. 


Ineed 
to find a 
place for the 
tent before 


sunset. 


There's someone 
down there! 


Hello! 
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Hello! 
Isaw you 
from the hill 


And welcome! 
Welcome! 


Welcome 
to Mount Po 
ground station. 
Im Dr. 312. 
Pleasure to 
meet you. 


d 


Tell me, 
what brings you 
to the middle of 

nowhere? 


Irarely 
meet anyone 
except when I 

receive deliveries 


hunter? You 
know him? 


Vm" aant 


delivered some 
supplies to me yester- 
day! He's the only one 
who'll deliver to a 
remote place 
like this. 


) 


ВЕЕР! ВЕЕР! 
ВЕЕР! ВЕЕР! 


He usually 
goes back to his 
store in Canyon. 

How do you 


BEEP! BEEP! 
BEEP! BEEP! 


BEEP! BEEP! 
BEEP! BEEP! 


Do you 
know where he 
is now? I have to 
find him as soon 

as possible. 


You should 
never delay a man 
in a hurry... 


I have to go. 

I need to be 

in Canyon by 
tomorrow. 


You should 
wait until 
tomorrow. 


Itisa 
bit late. 


The beeping 
gives me a 
headache. 


...but it's 
really not safe 
to travel out here at 
night. The jackals, 
you know. 


Could I-- 
Could I maybe 
camp here? 


Of course! 
Camp anywhere 
you like! There's 
plenty of room 
around here! 


So you 
came all 
the way from 


Country F just to 
hear an insect 
play jazz? 


Pd like to 
hear that myself 
actually. 


Iread an 
old paper by one 
of your researchers two 
years ago. He mentioned 
visiting this region and 
hearing an insect that 
sounded like it was 


playing jazz. 


An 
entomologist 
has to go where 
his research takes 


him. So here 
Iam. 


He named 
it the duke cricket 
and included a picture 
of it. Гуе never seen 
anything else written 
about it. 


If I find the 
duke cricket, РИ 
be the first person 
to study it! 


You must really 
love insects! 


Most insects 
are really interesting. 
Many of them can even 
make beautiful things. 
Wasps are really 
good at it. 


Pottery wasps 
make ceramics which 
some people have even 

started collecting. 


Black and 
yellow mud wasps 
build nests which many 
critics consider archi- 
tectural art. 


there aren't 
many people 
who want 
to study 


... because 
most people don’t 
see any practical 

value in them. 


Rainbow shell beetles 


A 


Treehorn cicadas 


Butterflies 


Cubic Lepidoptera 


How do you like it here? 


I've been 
out here for eight 
years, just machines 
and nature to keep 

me company. 


I analyze 
data, I make sure 
all the equipment 
works correctly, I 
keep logs of every- 

thing. There's 
lots to do. 


It can be a 
bit monotonous 
sometimes, but you 
never know when 
we might receive 
an important 
501 signal... 
always stay 
close to the 
station. 


Oh, that? That 
was just noise. 


We've been 
waiting for another 
signal since, but three 
billion light years is 
very far away... 


Was the 
alarm something 
important? 


But 20 years ago, a 
short but powerful electro- 
magnetic wave was detected 
here. It seemed to have 
originated three billion 
light years away. 


One theory was 
that it was a wave of 
energy generated by the 
acceleration of an extra- 
terrestrial spaceship. 


I haven't 
given up 
yet! 


(77777 
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A human life is 
short, and ten thousand 
years could pass before 
anything like that 
happens again. 


You know, 
sometimes I wonder 
if I'm a scientist who 
golfs or if Pm a golfer 
pretending to be 
a scientist. 


Td really 
like to know what 
that wave from the 
other side of the 
universe was. 


20 years, no 
signal. No wonder 
our budget is getting 
cut in half each year. 
They might close this 
station one day. 


We're looking 
down from the sky, 
away from the uni- 
verse, looking only 
at ourselves. 


We're choosing 
to stare into a mirror 


instead of looking through 
a window, and everything 
important is outside 
that window. 


But mostly 
it’s just noise, 
sometimes a radio 
station from a 
nearby city. 


If I can't 
find the duke 
cricket, what 
happens to my " 
research? 4 Will Mr. Chun 
be able to help 
me find the 
duke cricket? 


Have I just been 
wasting my time? 


Dr. 312 is like 
me, alone, doing 
work others don't 
understand, hoping 
they'll understand 
some day. 


We hope it 
all leads to some- 
thing, but maybe 
it just leads to 
a dead end. 


He looks 
so tired. Do I 
look as tired 

as he does? 


Р Ћа 
МИН : a cum 


noise? 


Am I-- Am I dreaming? 


antenna is 
on fire! 


antenna is 
on fire! 


The-- The 


whole pack 
is here! 


My hands i : } à That was close. 
won't stop a Lisa , \ A 


A fire will 
scare them 


The wind 
is spreading 
the fire! 


I don't think 
a fire extinguisher 
can stop that. 


I brought a fire 
extinguisher! 
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It 


s all my 
fault. It-- 


It 
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The jackals 
finally left. 


Why did I come 
up here last night? 
How am I going to 


amI explain this? 


even going 
to have a job 
tomorrow? 


I've been 
collecting sounds 
in nature since I 
I used to was a child. 
go up to the 
mountain near my 


village every night and 
record anything and 


I wanted 
to collect the 
sounds of the universe. 
So I became 
a scientist. 


I've never wanted 
to do anything else. 


Let's not worry about 
tomorrow today. 


I'll take 
a short nap 
before I go. I'll 
sleep when I get 
to Canyon. 


What a night. 


I have to go. I 
have to find Mr. 
Chun today. 


But you’ve 
barely slept. Are 
you really in shape to 
walk all the way 
to Canyon? 


Let me drive 
you to Canyon. 


The antenna 
isn't working, and I 
might not even have 

a job tomorrow. 


I haven't 
taken a day 
off in years. 


See that up 
there? Those are 
the famous ruins, left 
there by an ancient 
civilization. 


This used to 
be a river a long 

time ago, but it dried 
up, so the people moved 
down from the mountain. 

A lot of tourists have 

started coming here 
recently. 


Where does 
Mr. Chun live? 


He owns a 
store nearby. 


It's not far 
from here. 


Just go down this 


street, turn right, I hope things 
and you should work out with, 


see the store at Ў well, everything. 


the next corner. 


for your help 
last night. 


The name 
of the store is The 
Eight Immortals 
Legend! 


Ihope you 
find your 
cricket! 


looking for 
Mr. Chun. 


Aren't you the 
scientist who was living 
at Mr. Fan's house? 


Oh, you're 
...Mr. Chun’s the girl who 
daughter. Qiu, delivered the 
right? 


Of course. 

I just didn't 
recognize you 
without your 

hat at first. 


Is your father here? 


He's outside, 
in the garden. 


Hello there, 
young man. I thought 
you'd be back in your 

country by now. 


I think you can 
help me find the 
duke cricket. 


But I'd never 
even heard about it 
before I met you. 


There was a cricket 
leg in one of Mr. Fan's 
hamburgers, a duke cricket 
leg. He said he got it 
from you. 


I don't remember 
giving him any 
cricket legs. 


He said he got 
it from me? 


We found some crickets 
on Mount Elder a couple of 
months ago, remember? 


You said they looked 

like they would taste 

good if we dried and 
marinated them. 


I remember now. 
It did taste good. 


sound like a 
jazz piano? 


remember 

it making 

any sound 
at all. 


It reminded me a bit of 
how grasshopper tastes, but 
the cricket was a bit spicy. 

It's the cricket I've Mr. Fan liked it very much. 
been looking for. 


DTI. 


MUI 


Are you sure? It looked 
like an ordinary cricket. 


I'm sure. Could 
you show me where 
you found them? 


It was at the top of Mount Elder, opposite 
the ruins on Mount Ruin, near the flower field. 


The crickets 
were all gathered 
on a tree stump. 


Qiu, take the 
young man up 
to Mount Elder 

tomorrow. 


But watch out for all 
those strangers who've 
been up there lately. 


There's a lot going 
on in your town. 


Canyon is changing 
because they're trying to 
attract more tourists. Tourists 
seem to be more important 
than the people who 
actually live here. 


There are survey 
teams everywhere, and 
there's construction going 

on all over town. 


Look, you can 
see the ruins on 
Mount Ruin. We're 
almost there. 


It took me two 
days to walk from 
Mr. Fan's house to the 
ground station. 


Do you know 
Dr. 312 at the station? 
He drove me to Canyon 
and showed me where 


your store was. 


He's nice, 
but I don't always 
understand what he's 
talking about. 


I try to walk 
as much as possible 
when I do my research. 
You understand the insect 
by understanding its 
environment. 


Wow. You walked 
from Mr. Fan’s house to 
the station? That's a long 
walk. Did you walk from 
there to here too? 


I've missed it. 
I've been working a 
lot lately. I haven't been 
up here in a while. 


I spent a lot 
of time here when I 
was a little girl. 


I played with 
butterflies. Sometimes 
Itook a nap under a tree. 
There were always insects 
singing everywhere 
during summer. 


It's just 
through 
here. 
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This is private 
property! You 
can't be here. 


How can 
it be private 
property? 


Didn't you see the 
sign? We're building a 
holiday center here. 


How could 
they sell it? 
Mount Elder 
doesn't belong 
to anyone! 


We didn't see 
any sign. We 
thought there 
was a flower 
field here. 


What are you 
doing? Get up! 


What are you 
doing up here 


Iman 
entomologist. 
I'm looking for a 
rare insect that may 
only exist on this 


You're looking for A ^ Are you 
bugs? My windshield is le serious? 
covered with dead bugs. Ч 
You can have them. Now 
get out of here! 


You 
shouldn't 
make fun 


This mountain 
doesn't belong to 
you, and you can't just 
buy it and tell us we 
can't be here! 


I'm not going 


Who do you 
think you are? 
We're just doing 

our jobs. 


said, we're 
just doing 
our jobs. 


Stop making 
trouble. Get out of 
here and don't come 

back again. 


I won't let 
them do this to 
our mountain. 


And I'm not going to 
give up on my search for 
the duke cricket. It's some- 

where on this mountain! 
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He's asking us 
to help him with a 


visa extension. 


We already helped him 
with one extension. He can't 
extend it again, so he'll have 

to come back soon. 


Why doesn't 
he just send you 
an email? Does he 
know how to use 
a computer? 


Is that 
a letter from 
Mr. 063? 


Scientists 
always think 
rules don't 
apply to 
them. 


I bet he 


made it up just 
so he could get 
a free vacation. 


Is he really 
doing research 
over there? An insect 
that plays music? 
Sounds weird. 


Another family 
just signed the 
petition to stop the 
construction of the 
holiday center! 


up on the 
mountain? 


He said he 
wouldn't come down 
until he found the 
duke cricket. 
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Гуе looked 
everywhere on 
this mountain... 


...but I couldn't 
find you, Duke. 


Where are Qiu 
and Mr. Chun? 


I have to 
leave today. 
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that tree? 


Ё 80 шапу 
"E! people! Mr. Fan 
is here too! 


Chun and Qiu 
thought a farewell party 
might cheer you up. 
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We'll protect 
the mountain until 
you come back! 


If you and 
Qiu hadn't gone 
up there that day, 
we wouldn't have 
found out about the 
holiday center until 
it was too late. 


But I didn't do 
anything. I didn't 
even find what I 

was looking for. 


A toast 
to Mr. 063 
and Qiu! 


Everyone 
wanted to see 
you before you 
go back home. 


Now we 
might still be able 
to do something 

about it! 


Mr. Fan made his 
special mountain 
burgers! 


This group exists 

partly because of 

you. And you've set 
an example with 


your hard work 


and perseverance 


You stayed on 
the mountain as long 
as you could! 
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you a ride to the 
train station? 


Dr. 312!I 
didn't expect to 
see you again. 


Chun invited 
me to your farewell 
party, but I don't like 

parties that much. 


Did you find 
your cricket? 


How did 
you know I 
was leaving 

today? 


I looked 
everywhere, 
but I couldn't 


I won't be able 
to write a research 
paper, but maybe I can 
still write something 
about everything that 
happened to me. 


That sounds 
like a great idea! 
You have to send 

it to me. 


I've decided to 
leave the station, 
by the way. I'm going 
to travel the world 
and start collecting 
sounds again. 


Did you know that the 
world's largest spherical 
radio telescope is located 
in your country? I'd 
really like to see it. 


Come visit me! 
I can show you my 
insect collection. 


This is for you. 


My only equipment 
was an old tape recorder, 
but it was all I needed. 
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It's one of the 
tapes I told you about, 
the tapes I recorded 

up on the mountain 
where I grew up. 


A couple of 
days ago I found 
three boxes with tapes 
like this one. Listening 
to them again made 
me decide to leave 
the station. 


It reminded 
me what was 
important. Maybe 
it can remind 


you too. 


Ladies and 
gentlemen... 


...please welcome 
the winner of this 
years Researcher of 
the Year award! 


Mr. 084. 
congratulations! 


Are you drunk? it feel to bea 


celebrity? Every- 
one wants to 
talk to you. 


Everyone 
is buying 
me drinks. 
I needed 
a break. 


It's your big day. 
I'm happy for you. 


Honestly, it's 
a bit overwhelming. 
I'd rather be back at 
the excavation. 


But I'm going 
to write a book 
about it. I already 
have a title. "The 
Elusive Duke." 


Great title! 

I actually wanted 
to give you something. 
The lady who handles 
research funds told me 

you were looking 

for something 
like this. 


I have to go 
back. I look forward 
to your book! 


By the way, 
when are you going 
to publish your paper 

about that cricket? 


ма! 


I never found 
the duke cricket. 


I have an 
intern who is into 
old machines and 
stuff like that. He 
said it was really 

hard to find. 


Dear Mr. 063, 


The Institute has reviewed your 
grant application for continued 
research on the duke cricket. 


We admire your tenacity and 
dedication, and we are very 
intrigued by the book you 
intend to write about your 
experiences. 


Although you have found 
evidence to suggest the duke 
cricket is not fictitious, we 
feel it is not something that 
merits further research at the 
moment. 


You have, however, received 
an invitation from the National 
Institute of Entomology in 
Country M. They are asking 
you to join the search for 
another rarely observed in- 
sect, the lucky queen butterfly. 
Please contact the Institute as 
soon as possible to discuss this 
matter further. 


Consequently, we must decline 
your application. 


expecting to be 
able to visit Country 
M again so soon, 


I was expecting 
them to decline 
the application, 
but I had to try. 


I can visit Mr. Fan 
and Mr. Chun and Qiu 
again! I wonder where 

Dr. 312 is now. 


I can listen to 
his tape now! 


"This is Space 
Investigator No. 1 
speaking. This is field 
recording 525." 


Hi, Shang! Can you tell us a little about yourself? 


l'm a Paris-based animation director, background 
artist and comic maker. | founded the comic 
magazine Papayep with my wife, Chenghua. So 


far we've made 8 vo 


we've created board games, 


silk print t-shirts and 
the Papayep Studio 

projects. | come fro 
and watching movies 


umes. Between the volumes 
hand-made hats, 
zines. Last year we opened 
to make our own animation 
m China, and | like reading 
a lot. | play the guitar and 


sometimes compose my own songs. | like collecting 
stones and travel guides and maps, апа I'm curious 
about almost everything! 


Is there anything in particular that inspires you to 
make comics? 


Things | discover every day! On the road, or on the 
internet. | also find inspiration from old movies. 
Last Chance to Find Duke, was originally made 
for Papayep. Me and my wife make three or four 
comics for each volume. The idea for the story 
partly comes from the book M Train by Patti 
Smith, where she writes about her trip to attend 
a meeting for the Continental Drift Club, a small, 
obscure society. | wanted to create an association 
where silent, fast-walking scholars mingle with 
mysterious professors in a hall similar to a cabinet 
of curiosities. That's how the institution ISEC, and 
the unwelcome researcher, No. 063 were born. 


How did you learn to draw? 


| began drawing when | was a little kid. Like many 
Chinese boys at that time, | tried to imitate all 
the classical mangas | read: Dragon Ball, Saint 
Seiya, Slam Dunk, Clamp, etc. When | was in 
college my dad taught me about croquis drawing, 
and | practiced every day. Drawing my dad and 
mom watching TV. | never went to art school, so 
| basically tried to make manga myself. | came 
to France after graduating from a university in 
Beijing. | got into Gobelins, a school of visual 
communication and arts, where | studied character 
animation and animated filmmaking. | became 
better at drawing, and in France | saw more things 
that inspired me. | practiced even more, and |’m 
still trying to find my style. 


Do you have any preferred method of drawing? 


| usually do a lot of hand drawing, and | like to 
experiment with different materials. Most of the 
tools | use are ink pens, crayons, charcoal and 
markers. | also use Photoshop a lot, but mostly 
for work. 


Do you have any drawing "tricks"? 


| don't have any tricks to making good drawings 
actually. Patience, maybe? In this comic everything 
was drawn with pencil, so | spent a lot of time on 
every panel, to make the image as rich as possible. 
Usually | do thumbnails for every page, to give 
them better compositions, and then | magnify the 
sketches to A4 size and use a light table to redraw 
them. 


Insect researcher No. 063 has one last chance to find "Duhe," a rare species 
of cricket whose chirping sounds like jazz; if he doesn't find it, the Institute 
for Studying Extraordinary Creatures will cut funding for his research. The 
success of fellow researchers and his own self-doubt weigh heavy on 063 as 
he sets out on a journey to the mountains where Duke was last seen. 
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